
General Biology Syllabus 

Moore 2019-20 

William Fleming High School 
 

Instructor:   Ms. Erica A. Moore (eamoore@rcps.info), Camper Hall - Room 914, 540-853-2781 

Text:  Biology. Miller and Levine. Pearson Education, 2004 

• We will be using a class set of textbooks, students may also check out a book to keep at 

home as a reference.  Bookwork will not be assigned out of class. 

 

Course Goal and Objectives:  
  Earth is the only planet to sustain life as we know it.  It is our home!  Biology is the study of the evolution 

of life since the formation of our Earth as well as the biochemical makeup, reproduction, survival, physiology, and 

interaction with the biotic and abiotic factors that share a common habitat.  Our class goals not only include learning about 

organisms at many levels: biochemistry, genetics, classification, anatomy and physiology, and ecology, but also to gain an 

awareness of human impacts on other species that share our planet.  Other goals for this course include earning a required 

credit toward graduation, passing the Biology SOL with the maximum score attainable, improving literacy and writing 

skills, and improving organizational and study skills. http://www.doe.virginia.gov/testing/sol/standards_docs/science/  
 

Materials: Notebook:  3-ring binder (optional) 

  Writing Utensil!! 

Pass laptop – if you check one out, it 

must be brought to class each day! 

Attendance:  Daily records of absences and tardies 

will be kept.  The school tardy, 

attendance and make-up work policies 

will be followed

Classroom Expectations 
*Manage yourself so you and others can learn. 

*Speak with purpose. 

* Be kind – to yourself, others, & your environment 

*Maintain your honor and integrity (Don’t lie, cheat 

or steal; always work to the best of your ability) 

*Respect classroom procedures (when in Rome). 

*Exercise your choices and assume responsibility 

*No cell phones, unless given prior permission 

Violation of Classroom Rules 
*Violations of any of the classroom rules will result 

in the following sequence of events: 

1. Verbal Warning:  The correct behavior/procedure 

will be modeled 

2. Behavior Self-Evaluation Card must be 

completed OR parent will be contacted. 

3. Timeout:  Removed from the classroom and 

parent or guardian will be contacted. 

4. Discipline Referral to WFHS Administration
 

Course Grading (District Grading Scale will be followed): 
40% Summative Assessments – demonstration of long-term learning objectives (tests, major projects, etc.).   

15% Formative Assessments – demonstration of short-term learning (DO NOWs, quizzes, performance tasks, etc.). 

10% Homework – completed homework will receive 100% credit if corrected in class, late homework will be 

graded starting from 50% for correctness (not including makeup work) 

15% Classwork/Participation – assignments designed to aid in learning and facilitate understanding of 

course concepts (Active participation is key to learning and gaining new understanding!  A grade will be at 

the interim and updated at the end of the 9-weeks - See Participation Rubric for scoring) 
20% Lab – each student will be expected to participate, fulfill their role within a group, follow lab 

procedures/instructions, practice lab safety and common sense (see contract other side) 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Aug. Characteristics of Life 

Sept. Chemistry of Life  

Oct.  Cell Theory and Cells   

Nov.  Cellular Division 

Dec. DNA & Protein Synthesis  

DEC. 12-13   Semester Exams 

Jan.  Genetics & Evolution 

Feb.  Classification & Ecology  

Mar. Population & Plant/Animal Structure  

April Intro to Human Structure  

May  Standards of Learning Review  

May 5 SOL    May 28-June 3 Finals Exams  Y
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Ms. Moore’s Biology Active Participation Rubric 
*Remember that active participation part of your grade.  The following outlines how your participation will be evaluated. 
 

Attribute 10 8 6 4 2 

Prepared for class Almost 

Always 

Frequently Occasionally Seldom Almost Never 

Enters into class discussions Almost 

Always 

Frequently Occasionally Seldom Almost Never 

Offers appropriate questions or comments 

during class 

Almost 

Always 

Frequently Occasionally Seldom Almost Never 

Fulfills role in cooperative groups Almost 

Always 

Frequently Occasionally Seldom Almost Never 

Seeks help outside of class Almost 

Always 

Frequently Occasionally Seldom Almost Never 

Skips class Almost Never Seldom Occasionally Frequently Almost 

Always 

Shows up late Almost Never Seldom Occasionally Frequently Almost 

Always 

Sleeps in class Almost Never Seldom Occasionally Frequently Almost 

Always 

Exhibits disruptive behavior Almost Never Seldom Occasionally Frequently Almost 

Always 

Inappropriate cell phone usage Almost Never Seldom Occasionally Frequently Almost 

Always 

 

Student Safety Contract 
In order to maintain a safe working environment for labs and daily activities, I agree to: 

1. Follow all written and verbal instructions carefully, 

2. Observe good housekeeping practices by keeping my work area clean and tidy, 

3. Know the location and operating procedures for the safety equipment,  

4. Read labels and lab instructions before proceeding, 

5.  Abstain from food and drink (H2O is okay if a lab is NOT in progress), 

6. Wear my goggles/protective eyewear and apron (when necessary) while performing labs, 

7. Tie back long hair, dangling jewelry and loose, baggy clothing while doing lab work, 

8. Notify instructor of any accidents or spills immediately, 

9. Close gas jets or turn off hot plates as soon as you are finished using them, 

10. Dispose of chemicals and biological agents as instructed, 

11. Not remove any biological or chemical agent from the classroom, 

12. Conduct myself in a responsible manner at all times in the lab, and 

13. Pay attention and use common sense. 

I have read and agree to the following of the safety rules set forth in this contract.  I understand that these are general 

guidelines and that specific safety precautions will be discussed before each activity or lab.  I realize that I must obey these 

rules to insure my own safety, as well as the safety of my classmates and instructor.  I will cooperate to the fullest extent with 

my instructor and classmates to maintain a safe learning environment.  I am aware that any violation of this safety contract that 

results in unsafe conduct in the classroom or misbehavior on my part will result in being removed from the lab area and 

receiving a failing grade on the assignment. 

 

_______________________  __________________________ ___________ 

Student name (print)   Student signature   Date 

 

_______________________  __________________________ ___________ 

Parent name (print)   Parent signature   Date 
 

* Tutoring dates and Remind signup information are on my webpage on the school website * 


